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canic Bardon Hill, 853 ft. The district was enclosed by Act of Parliament in 1812, because of its geological interest.

Charny, Count of. See Chabot, Philippe de.

Charon, in classical mythology the son of Erebus and Nox, appointed by the gods to ferry the souls of the dead across the river Styx. He is generally depicted as a squalid but vigorous old man.

Charondas, an ancient Greek lawgiver of Catana in Sicily, who probably lived between 600 and 500 B.C. He is said to have killed himself for having inadvertently broken one of his own laws.

Charpentier, Gustave (1860- ), French composer, was born in Dieuze, Alsace-Lorraine. La vie du poete was produced in 1892 and established his reputation; but his most important work is the opera Louise, first produced in Paris in 1900. Other works are Impressions d'Italic, Flews du Mai, Serenade a WaUeau, Orphle, Tele rouge, and La Cour-ronement de la Muse.

Charpentier, Johann Friedrich Wil-helm Toussaint von (1738-1805), German mining expert. In 1785 he went to Hungary to study an improved chemical process, which, on his return to Freiberg, he introduced into the chemical work at the mines. In 1801 he became director of the mines there.

Charr, or Char, a group of salmonoid fishes, belonging to the genus Salvelinns. The Salvelinus fontinalis, commonly known as the American Brook Trout, is probably the most beautiful and favorite game-fish in American waters. See TROUT.

Charriere, Agnes Isabelle, Madame Saint-Hyacinthe de (1740-1805), French writer, was born in Utrecht, Holland. She was married to a Swiss nobleman and settled near Neufchatel. She was a friend of Madame de Stael. Among her works Calliste is her masterpiece.

Charron, Pierre (1541-1603), French divine and ethical philosopher. He was a friend of Montaigne and borrowed largely from the latter's writings. His treatise De la Sagesse, which appeared in 1604, was more than once translated into English.

Charruas, a war-like South American people formerly dominant in Uruguay and the adjacent parts of Southern Brazil, where the progress of settlement was long retarded by their stubborn resistance. By 1832 they are said to have been practically annihilated.

Chart,  a marine  map  of  a  portion  of

the sea or other body of water, for practical use in the navigation of ships. The invention of charts is generally ascribed to the Italians. The earliest chart extant of which the date can be fixed is Vcsconlc's chart of 1311. Meridians and parallels were first represented on charts in 1427 by equidistant parallel straight lines, dividing the chart into equal squares or rectangles. These were charts in which the sphericity of the earth was disregarded and they were known as 'plain charts.' In 1569, Gerhard Kramer, a Flemish map-maker, better known by his Latin name of Mcrcator, published his famous Universal Map, taking into account the sphericity of the earth in his system of projection or lines representing the meridians and parallels. A chart constructed on this projection is known as a Mercator chart. It has the unique property that the course of a ship sailing on a constant bearing (crossing the meridians at a constant angle) is represented by a straight line. This is so valuable to navigation that almost all charts arc constructed on the Mcrcator projection. Charts arc considered so vital to the safe navigation of ships, and therefore in promoting commerce, that the governments of most of the maritime nations of the world produce them and sell them at a price that is insignificant compared to their cost. In the United States the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey of the Department of Commerce, produces charts of the coasts of the United States and its possessions; the Hydrographic Office of the Navy Department produces sailing charts of the oceans and foreign charts; in Great Britain the issuing of charts is done by the Hydrographical Department of the British Admiralty.

Charter, a formal document emanating from the sovereign power, in the nature of a grant, either to the whole nation, or to a portion of the people, or to a colony or dependency, assuring to them certain rights or powers. In England the Great Charter of King John is a striking example of a sovereign bestowing rights upon the whole body of people. In the United States most corporations are created by charters granted by act of State legislature.

Chartered Companies, trading compan-nies operating under special charters granted by the sovereign power. Such companies have played a large part in the history of colonization and in the building up of the British Empire, although colonization was not always their avowed purpose. Among the most famous of the early companies are the British